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Pope Francis waves as he leads a special audigtictamilies at the St Peter Square in
Vatican October 26, 2013.

BELFAST, Maine — Pax Christi Maine on Sunday passeesolution urging the
group’s national and international organizatiomati on Pope Francis to renounce the
Doctrine of Discovery.

Last yearthe World Council of Churches endorsed a similaohgionthat began with
the Episcopal Diocese of Maine. In March, the OragadNation called on the pope to
renounce the doctrine.

The Doctrine of Discovery was used to justify thejsgation of aboriginal people in the
Americas and the dispossession of their lands bggaan sovereigns all over the world,
Marilyn Roper, a member of the Houlton chapter ak Ehristi, said Thursday.

Pax Christi Maine “renounces the Doctrine of Dismgvformulated in the papal bulls of
the 15th century which legitimized the subjugatiynChristian, European monarchs of
indigenous peoples in North American and otherspafrthe glove, and the usurpation of
their lands on the basis of their being non-Charsand ‘barbarous.”

The resolution was brought to the state organiadiyothe Houlton group.

The Maine resolution was “arguably the first Caithalon-native appeal for the
renunciation of the Doctrine of Discovery,” RopéiHoulton said in a press release
issued Wednesday.



